Minutes from the meeting
of BILDESTON PARISH COUNCIL
held on 11 January 2010 in Chamberlin Hall at 7.30 pm

           In attendance:

Councillors:
R Lester (Chairman)


A Guttridge (Vice-Chairman)

J Cartwright

S Hiscock


G Spindler


R Taylor

N Tye
Cllr J Pembroke (Suffolk County Council)
PC63 Liz Ireland

PCSO3231 Hannah Partington

Two Members of the Public

V J Allard   (Clerk)
C130/09/10
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs J Talbott and P Cousins; Cllr D Keane (Babergh District Council) and Mr M Baker (RFO)
C131/09/10 
 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllr Guttridge declared that he was an officer of Suffolk County Council. 
C132/09/10 
TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING



Subject to minute C119/09/10 being amended by the word ‘no’ being replaced by ‘a’ the 


minutes of the meeting held on 14 December 2009 were confirmed and signed as a correct 

record.
C133/09/10
POLICE REPORT


PCSO Hannah Partington introduced herself as the new PCSO looking after Bildeston.  She 

would be taking over from PCSO Penny Molkenthin who was being deployed elsewhere in the 

Babergh West team. 



There were no crimes to report this month. 


PC63 Liz Ireland gave an update on Speedwatch. Slow progress was down to a 
lack of 


communication on behalf of the Police co-ordinators but this was soon to be rectified. The next 

steps were to obtain the equipment, for volunteers to receive training and to identify suitable 

roadside sites for positioning the equipment operators.



The Officers were thanked for their attendance.

C134/09/10
SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL
Cllr Jeremy Pembroke said that during the current spell of severe weather he could not praise the Highway teams enough.  They had even been out gritting on Christmas Day and since then had been out night after night.  70,000 miles of road had been gritted using 15,000 tons of salt. Some B roads had not been treated because of the fear of running out of grit. 
He went on to talk about School closures saying that the problem of when it was appropriate to close schools was difficult to answer since so many elements were involved.  Currently, there was a policy of keeping roads to hospitals open and a similar strategy for schools was being considered but it was difficult to decide which roads were the most appropriate.

On grit bins, he said these were being maintained but there had been cases of materials being used selfishly and people helping themselves.

C135/09/10  
BABERGH DISTRICT COUNCIL
Members learnt that Councillor Keane had been unwell and wished him a speedy recovery. 

There was no report from Babergh
C136/09/10  BOUNDARY COMMISSION CONSULTATION

It was DECIDED that the position remained the same and the previous letter, with amendment to bring it up to date, be sent again to 
the Secretary of State (see minute CL44/08/9 of 14 July 2008)
C137/09/10 
MATTERS ARISING/CARRIED FORWARD FROM PREVIOUS METINGS

Street lighting at Brooksfield
An order had been placed for one replacement light.

National Grid – Overhead Project
The Chairman had produced a ‘flyer’ summarising the options and publishing ways of making representations about the proposed scheme.  Alterations to the leaflet to make it more relevant to Bildeston were discussed.  Cllr Cartwright would assist.

· Make distribution before exhibition 

· Organise a ‘mail drop’

· Include Parish Council’s view in leaflet

Land matters

Members agreed to discuss this although it had been missed off the agenda.  
Cllr Taylor was progressing a possible purchase of some land for the village and it was RESOLVED to allow a budget of £300 towards initial exploratory costs.
C138/09/10 
PLANNING MATTERS

Planning Appendix A
            Items for comment by parish council as statutory consultee.

No new applications had been received this month

Planning Appendix B

Decided by Babergh District Council
	Application Number: 
	B/09/01005

	Location:
	129 High Street

	Proposal:
	Change of use of premises to residential dwelling.

	Decision:
	Refused

	Application Number: 
	B/09/01046

	Location:
	20 Manor Road

	Proposal:
	Erection of boundary wall with iron railings.

	Decision:
	Granted


	Application Number: 
	B/09/00858

	Location:
	45 - 51 Wattisham Road

	Proposal:
	Erection of 8 No. affordable dwellings, with associated access road, parking and garden areas, as amended by drawings received on 09/11/2009.

	Decision:
	Granted


C139/09/10  FINANCE



Precept for 2010/11

   At December’s meeting it had been decided that the principle developed of the past few years of a zero increase   to individual households would be adhered to (C124/09/10).  This meant the precept would be unchanged and would raise £17,745

Estimate for ground maintenance work carried out by Babergh   DC - revised    charges
The Clerk was asked to seek further clarification.


Payments
The following payments were authorised:
	Payee/Service
	           £

	Rougham Estate

Christmas Tree
	     253.00

	Boship Associates

Accountancy Oct to Dec 09
	     190.76

	Anglian Health & Safety

Grit/Salt bin x 2
	     246.63

	SCC

Street Lighting – maintenance & energy
	   1242.46

	Clerk
	248.50


C140/09/10 
ROAD SAFETY


Matters (Speedwatch) had been covered in the Police report.
C141/09/10  MARKET PLACE


20 letters with concerns about the proposed works had been received.  It was RESOLVED that 

these would all be responded to individually with an invitation to an exhibition and the 


opportunity for further discussion before the works started.  The exhibition would be open to all 

residents and would be advertised as soon as possible.


A Member of the Public asked if a risk assessment regarding pollution from exhaust fumes had 

been carried out. He was concerned about the effects of the exhaust fumes on  buildings and 

residents’ health. Buses were still standing with their engines running.  



Another Member of the Public said that the buses coming to the village all appeared to be quite 

old and possibly not ‘eco friendly’.



Cllr Guttridge said that Suffolk County Council and Babergh Councils have responsibility for 

monitoring air quality. He would remind the County Council

· of the need for bus drivers not to run their engines whilst stationary;
· to operate the time-table efficiently;

· for the pollution to be measured; and ask

· how many buses were expected in the Square at any one time.

C142/09/10  CORRESPONDENCE
Circulars and correspondence were received and would be circulated.   
With modern methods of dissemination of information (emails and the Parish Intranet) it was felt that the circulation of papers in an envelope was outdated and would cease.  The Clerk would bring documents for perusal to the meetings from time to time and at her discretion.
C143/09/10 
MATTERS TO BE BROUGHT TO THE ATTENTION  OF 
THE COUNCIL
Cllr Hiscock suggested that a heap of sand/grit should be put at Brooksfield.
Following a short discussion about grit bins and the recent icy conditions it was DECIDED that a list of volunteers to spread grit from the bins and heaps would be set up.  Volunteers on this list would be covered by the Council’s insurance.  The Clerk would place an advert in the Bugle.

Cllr Taylor reported that the village web site had to be rebuilt and asked for help to do this.  Cllr Hiscock and the Clerk volunteered to assist.
The meeting closed at 9.10 p.m.
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